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LUXE xvi. 31. 


If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither will they be 4 7 if — 


IT H theſe Words our Saviour concludes © 
the Parable of Dives and Lazarus; where- 1 
in [after ſhewing the unhappy State of _ & 

A ſuch as are rich, but without him, and 
the bleſſed Condition of the Poor who are in his Fa- 1 
- your) he makes 2 ray out of his Torment x 
that Lo go and pr preach to his five Bre- A 
thren, leſt they ald alſo = but 8 — * 
whom he p been him, that th a oa "x 
Scriptures, have, ſaith he, 44, «2 
phets, let them hear them. Dives {till thinks, _s ep. 9 
Lazarus went from the Dead, and appeared to Ts 
in the Height of their Mirth and Banqueting, BEI. 
ring them that their Brother, who had 4 lied * 93 
| them in Pleaſure, was now loſt, and ſo warn them l 
to repent, that it would have a better Efte& than | 


all 17 but Abraham tells him, I th — 
age one roſe from the Dead. | 

this Parable our Sauiaur has 1805 1 

the eee, and IE all his 2 in. =; E 
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future Ages to think exceedingly reverently of che 
IWards of God, beſides warning the Rich and ſuch às 
have this World's Goods, leſt they have their Por- 
tion in this Life; and teaching eommorn People and 
ſuch as are poor and in Adverlity, that they may ſet 
their Affections on Things above, and have Treaſure 
in Heaven. _ | 

There are many Leſſons to be learned through 
the whole ; and as all theſe Parables were ſpoken 
for the Inſtruction of the ſincere Followers of Chriſt, 


that they may be wiſe to eternal Life, ſhunning e- - 


wy Danger, and eſcaping the Wrath to come, I 
with all who are my Hearers 'To-day may give the 
greater Attention while I ſpeak a few Words on this 
Parable, and make ſome Obſervations in the courſe 


of reading it. 


Our Saviour delivers the Parable thus, There was 
a certain rich Man which was chathed in Purple and 


fine Linen, and who fared fumptuouſly every Day. This 


is the Deſcription of what the World calls a bappy 
Man. He was rich, and fo a Stranger to Want, 
Nakedneſs, and all the Miſeries of that kind which 

r People are ſubject co. He did not know what 
it was to be pinched with Hunger, ſuffer Thirſt, or 
Cold, or Wearineſs; no oppreſſing Creditors bore 
hard upon him, nor was he made to ſerve under 
the Rigour of Superiors. He had many Servants, 
a fine Houſe, and perhaps flept on Beds of Down 
and Ivory. His Riches kept him in favour with 
his Friends, and carried him above the Envy 


and Contempt of his Foes. I doubt not but he 


had often thanked God that be was rich, and re- 


| . that his Fortune was ſo conſiderable in the 


* 4 4 
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World. | A 
He was cloathed in Purple. The Tyrian Purple of 
the Ancients was of all Colours moſt coſtly, ſo that 
3 veoons⸗ 


* 
, _ * . | 
ar ® _ n 
MM ©. o 
+ 


— 
2 


read, but it had no great 


151 
none but Kings and Perſons of the firlt Rank in the 
World wore it. This was his Drefs, and 
I ſuppoſe, with Embroidery. and. Gold; beſide, he 
had fine Linen, and all that could ſerye ty make KEY 
ſplendid: and 1 1 N he 
and thus grand and p 


fared ſumptuouſfly ev B. bi 
. 1 with ace but always. Every 
ay the Fat of the Land, the moſt precious Fruits, 


the daintieſt Victuals came before him. Nor was 
he alone, his five Brethren lived the ſame luxurious 
and high Life; they had doubtleſs the beſt Compa- 
ny, and had Plenty of Wine, and drank ſt 
Drink out of Cups of Silver and Gold. All ro 
waited their Servants and Subjects, and- Dancing, 
and Muſic, and merry 9 — paſſed their many 


Days and Nights away — Had one ſeen 


them uneins over their Bowls of rich Wines, or 
wanton] 


with Riches, one might have Opp Ars Heu happy is 
this rich Man in his C lo doubt he had heard 


the Law, for he was a if Abraham; he had 
been ſometimes present n the Prophets were 


fret upon him; perhaps 
he had rode in his Chariot on certain Days, 


Fathion, or to divert away a ſpare 


bed fovath Things, and. be Gled =to dry „ 
contemned the Mopes in Religion, and fuch ax Wete | - 
devoted to ſacred Things, as Sale mad Men, me- 
en eee no Taſte, and mf 2 


* 5. 
* 
* 8 
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porting wich Harlots, without Care * 
without Bounds to their Exceſs and Pleaſures, high 
with Honour and Reſpect, full of Mirth, and loaden 


and 
frequented thus the Temple and Synagogues out of 
our, but his 
Heart was untouched with any Thing he heard 
pechaps the Prieſts whom he choſe to hear, prophe- 
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6 
would not be ſuch a Fool to let ever much Rigs 
In thort, he ſeemed at firſt View to be a Voffel' of 
Honour, and highly favoured, a Man whom Heaven 
had bleſſed, and to whom God had opened his Hand 
and been doubly liberal. There are thouſands who 
have wiſhed to be thus happy, and perhaps many of 


us now preſent. can lay our Hand on our Heart and 


fay, I am the Man. 
4 In the * City, and in 8 Country with 
is great Man, was à certain erſon, a ar, 
named Lazarus, who lay at the 0 Met, Gate 2 
Sores, defiring to be fed with the Crumbs which N 
the rich Man's Table, who had no Friends or Com- 
any, excepting the Dogs who came and licked his Sores. 
Behold one as miſerable as the other was happy! 
He ſeemed to be neglected by all his Fellow-crea-- - 
tures, and an Out-caſt of the God of Nature, a Veſſel 


- of Diſgrace and Diſhonour. He had. no ſponſable and 


wealthy Friends, but was left an Orphan, and ex- 
poſed to the 8 Afflictions of Want and Po- 
ouſe, but lay at the Gate of 

Dives; had no Bed but the Ground; was ſick and 
full of Wounds, and had no Phyſician, no comforta- 
ble Cordial, no Plaiſter, no Friend or pitying Neigh- 

bour. While the one in the Houſe rolled in Plen- 
ty, he languiſhed with Hunger, and all his Moans 
and Cries, tho' only for. the Crumbs thich fell from 


the Table, were unheard and ee He had 
pinched him 


no Cloaths but Rags, ſo that the 
without, and Hunger and Sickneſs within. Inſtead 
of pitying the poor Beggar, it ſeems as if thoſe of the . 
Houſe had ſet the Dogs at him to drive him from the 

Door, who were more merciful than their Maſter, - - 


they licked his Sores. This was all the Eaſe and Com- 7 2 


fort 


fort he had; and thus between Sickneſs, Hunger, 
and Nakedneſs he was worn out and at laſt died. 

All that d by him muſt ſurely have felt a 
certain Chilt and Horror at the of his wretch- 
ed Corpſe, and eſteemed his End miſerable, It is 
likely his Bones were laid in ſome Ditch, or buried 
among Dunghils, and to all outward Appearance 
one ſhould 122 3 
unhappy to t egree; but therein, fuch as 
judged after a human way would have been ſadly 
milkaken, that poor Man was at Peace with Gad, he 4 
had made a bleſſed Uſe of his Affliction, ant of the 
Deep of it he had cried to the Lord and was heard ; » 
he had made his Part ſure in the Book of Life, and 
in the Favour of the Lord his God, It is true, he 
had little or none of the good Things of this Warld, 
his Eyes had been often red with weeping, and 
his poor Heart innured to Diſtreſs and Sighing, 
he had obtained the Love of God, and knew his Rar 
mer lived; this comforted him till the Angel of Death 
releaſed him and he died. There was then an End 
to his Penury and Needs; all the Tears were wiped 
away from his Eyes, all Sorrow left his achi 
Heart ; his Sickneſs ſunk his Spirits and wei 
him down no more; no more his Wounds and 
Sores ſmarted, nor his Hunger pinched his 


Threatnings of ſuch as would not 
no, all was over now, and the Angels 
to Abraham's Boſom. While his Bod 
ing a Reſt in ſome 
bleſſed Spirits who ſtood 
and who waited for the appointed 
ſung him up to the Paradiſe of God. Hi 
was Heaven to his weary Soul! bow h 
nent 


1 


v 0 7 
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how tranſporting the 
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been a Beggar and the Outcaſt of all the World ? 
He could not any more weep at his hard Lot, 
or figh that he had been fo poor ; he rather could 
adore before the Throne that he had been afflicted 
ind ſaved from. ting e wncrtain Nee. and 
weaned from the World, and that a better Por- 
tion had been deſigned for him by his merdfid Crea- 
tor. O how muſt he bleſs the Wiſdom of God, 
and his unſearchable Goodneſs in ſaving him, and 
for changing his Want to eternal Riches, his Rags 
to God's Righteouheſs, his Dunghill to a "Throne, 
and his poor troubleſome Life to à Life eternal 
Inſtead of Dogs to lick his Sores, Angels attend 
him and hail him to his thrice blefſed Home and 
Harbour, where he ſhall reſt for ever and ever! 
But now we will leave him in his Glory, and 
return to the rich Glutton in his Pomp and Splen- 
dor, 10h alſo died and was buried, All his Gold 
and Silver could not purchaſe him a Renewal, or 
longer Term of Life; he died, and left all his 
Companions, his coſtly Furniture, his fine Raiment, 
and plentiful Table ; he died and went into another 
State, whither his Gold could not be carried, nei- 
ther could his Pomp follow him. There is no mention 
made of the Beggar's Funeral, it was too mean 
| - inſignificant to notice; if he was not caſt o 
to the open Fields to the Beaſts and Birds of Prey, 

it is likely, as I before obſerved, | he was buried 

teich the Burial F an Aſs ; but Dives was buried: 
He, no Doubt, was laid in State, and his Hearſe 
. attended with Mourners, and ſuch as were ſkilful in 
Lamentation, and in ſolemn Magnificence interred 


nn the Sepulchres of his Fathers; but O! while his 


Brethren and Friends were bearing their once rich 
er with ſuch Splendor to the Grave, his Soul 

* down to Hell, ard in Hell he In up his Hees 
A. being 


WW 2, 
being in Tormemi, and ſaw Abraham afar off and La- 
zurut in his Biſom. Amazing Change! his Plea- 
ſures are turned to Torments, his Riches to eter- 
nal Wants, his Scarlet and Purple Robes to Purple 
and Scarlet Flames of Fire, his Bowls of new 
Wine to inſatiable Thirſt, his Muſic to Howlings, 
his fine Houſe to the Bottomleſs-pit, his Brethren 
and merry Company to Devils and wicked Spirits. 
He lifted up his Eyes, but ſaw no more Grandeur and 
delicate "Things ; he ſhould have opened them be- 
fore, and have ſeen the Things that made for his Peace, 
but now they were hid from Yom, he opened his Eyes 
too late. *Tis true, he ſaw Abraham and Lazarus 
in Glory, but it was afar off; yes, there he faw 
the ſame Beggar he ſuffered to periſh without Mer- 

y at his Gate; he ſaw him now in the Boſom of 

Friend of God; he beheld him, who was once 
unworthy his Notice, fitting among the Favourites 
of the God of Abraham ; and he who had ſcarce any 
Covering, while Dives wallowed in Riches and was . 
cloathed with Purple and fine Linen, now was 
chathed with the white and fine Linen, which 1s tb 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints, and in which they ſtand 
Without Spot before the Throne. He had not' 
minded his Cries once, but now he cries for his 
Help; and he cried and ſaid, Father Abraham have n 
Mercy upon me, wh Lazarus that he may dip the 
Tip of his Finger in Water and cool my Tongue, for 1 
am tormented in this Flame. He perhaps had never 
prayed before, and now prays when it is too late, 
* 


6 
7 
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but he prayed to Abrabam. It is the only Prayer in | 

the Scripture made to the Saints, and is a 4 8 
, made in vain. He called 4br Father, hurt 

found it did not avail to have had believing or good  * 4; 


Parents, without having their Experience of the Laus .. | 
of God, and trod the Steps of tha Faith of nm... 
2 B . „ 
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[ re } 
No more ſtrong Drink and new Wine refreſhed 
him; he deß not a Drop of Water, but leſs if 
poſſible, for he prays only that Lazarus might dip the 
Tip of his Finger in Maler to tool his Tongue. See 
how he intreats Mercy from him to whom he would 
ſhew no Mercy! Thus ſhall it be in the Day when 
Jeſus comes; then the deſpiſed and perſecuted Fa, 
o loved him in the World, and who for his ſake 
were hated, abuſed, ſlandered, reviled, and, as it 
were, Filled all the Day long, ſhall be honourable in 
their ſight who lighted and uſed them ill. They ſhall 
then worſhip at their Feet, and ſue for Mercy with 
Shame and Confuſion. This Honour ſhall have all 
the Saints. Thus Dives behaves to Lazarus, when he 
intreats Abraham to ſend him to eaſe him. Have 
Mercy upon me, he ſays, my Father Abraham. This 
would have been a pretty Prayer if made to the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, and made in the Day of Grace, and 
in the acceptable Year of the Lord; but now Abraham 
anſwers, Son, remember that thou in thy Life-time re- 
ceivedſi thy good Things, and Lazarus his evil Things, 
but now he 1s comforted and thou art tormented. © Abra- 
ham calls him Son, but it did him no Good; he ex- 
poſtulates with him, and ſhews the equitable Deal- 
ings of Juſtice ; he bids him remember, that once as 
he loved the World and the Things of the World, fo he 
bad them, and had his Portion in this Life ; and as he 
lighted Grace, and the Riches and Things of the Lyfe to 
come, ſo they were far from him. On the other Hand, 
he fays, Poor Lazarus, who had no good Things here, 
but was a. Man of Sorrews, was not of the HYorld, but 
choſe his Part above, fo the Warld hated him and for- 
Jook him; but now be is arrived to his Treaſure, and 
ſhall be comforted for evermore. © 

_ Hear this, ye who count them happy who live in 

_ Pleaſure, and who make merry as in a Day of _ 

| ter 
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F 2 } 
ter] ye, who are continually heaping up Gold, and 
wha fare. ſumptuonuſly. every Day ye, who ride on 
Horſes and in Chariots, and feel no Evil! and ye who 
are continually wiſhing for Honour, and deſiring to 
be great and rich, or to enjoy large Poſſeſſions in the 
World, O hear it and tremhle, and change 8 
Wiſhes into Prayers for Mercy, and a Part at God's 
Right Hand ! Remember, they that love the World and 
the Things of the Morld, baue not the Love of the Father 
in them; and that a Man can't be.a Friend of the World 
without being an Enemy of God. Deſire not then to 
have here a Fulneſs, but if you have it, behave as 

Stewards of the Mammon of Hure and re- 
member the ſtrict Account you muſt one Day make. 
Have you no more than Feed, and Raiment con- 
venient? be content, and know you are better off 
than your Lord. Or do you ſuffer Want, or are 
ove ray to have Lazarss's ſure Kingdom in the 

etter World, and be not unhappy with Cares, but 
give up yourſelves and your Wants to the Care of 
your ben Father, who careth for yam , Let not 
iches, or Finery, or Apparel, or Pleaſures, or 

Wantonneſs, 4 Luſts * a Snare to you; be re- 
leaſed from all, and touch not the unclean Thing; keep 
out of the Danger, and follow your plain and low- 
ly Lord through the World, and have your GP 
where it is eternal, and let your Riches be dur 
Riches and Righteouſneſs. Dh 

Many have made another Choice, and repented 
it for ever. Abraham tells Dives, that there was 
now no paſling. from one State and Place to the 
other; a Gulph, an infinite Space was between. 
When he found this, he prays Abraham, at leait, to 
let Lazarus go to his Father's Hauſe, where his fue Bre- 
thren lived in the ſame wicked way, to proce and fore- 
Warn them, leſt * into the fe 
vo, 2 
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EE but all was gone too far, it was too late, and he 


[1/187 } 
and periſh in the ſame tuay. Abraham anſwers,” the 
have Miſes and the Prophets, let them hear them. Nays 
he faid, Father Abraham, but if one would _ from 
the Dead they would repent. As if he would ſay, O 
I know hno it was with me, I knnw how I jeered ſuch 
as ſpake of Danger; I know their Thoughts of all Preach- 
Ing, they fught it as I did; they deſpiſe the Scriptures, 
and atheiftically mock Religion, but if ſuch an one as La- 
zarus, whom they knew to be dead, would go and ap- 
Pear to them, and tell them, Your Brother is in eternal 
Flames, he is lat, and crying out in his Torments, Re- 
pent or yon ſhall all Iikewiſe periſh, then they would hear, 
But Abraham tells him, I they will not hearken to the 
Law and to the Teſtimony, if the Ward of God has na 
Effect, and they regard not Moſes and the Prophets, nei- 
ther would they e rs though one roſe from the 
Dead. They would flill in their wanton manner Jofs 
amd endeavour to account for it in a natufal way ; t 
zvould deem it Fancy or a uggle of the Religious, or look 
upon it as a Dream, and harden their Hearts flill more. 
If a Meſſage from the Lord God of their Fathers 7s 
not received, nor the Teſtimony of his Children, the Mit- 
meſſes, then no Miracle would be of Service, and. if one 
roſe from the Dead it would be in vain. 

It ſtquld not ſeem that Dives's Fear of having 
his Brethren and wicked Companions follow him 
into h.s Miſery, came out of Love or Compaſſion 
for them, ſo much as his Dread of their increaſing 
His Pain and Plagues, fince he had helped them on 
in Sin, had been the Abettor of their evil Deeds, 
and encouraged them to drink, game, whore, revel, 


blaſpheme, and be Infidels and 1 to their 


Ruin. He knew how it muſt add to his Woes, ta 
be the Cauſe of their Judgment and Damnation, 
and therefore would by all Means have hindered it; 


leſt 
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left to feel the heavy Wages of Sin, with all the 
dreadful Conſequences which increaſe Perpetually. 

It is indeed a ſtriking Parable, and meant mercis 
fully to comfort the poor and diſtreſſed People, by 
pointing to the Kingdom where they are encouraged 
to ſeek their Portion, and to apply to our Saviour, 
that he may forgive them their Sins, and make them 
Heirs of a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, and of Trea- 


ſure that no Moth nor Ruft can corrupt, nor Thief 


break through and fteul. O that all the common Pes 


ple, the Poor, the Indigent, the outwardly miſerable 


and afflicted People would by means of this Parable 
come to him who ſpake it, and obtain of him Laza= _ 
rus's Portion. He ſpake it for this End, and this was 

his chief View. Let not your heavy Circumſtances 
in this World, your preſſing Neceflities, weigh you 
down too much, and make you loſe your Conſi- 
dence in the Friend of Sinners, nor let it put you up- 
on worldly and unlawful Means to extricate your- 


ſelves, nor tempt you to murmuror complain; but 


take it in good part, and be fatished with your evit 

Things, and ſeek to have your good Things with Fe 

and his Diſciples in another World. Now 

= are called away, beſeech him to give you a true 
iving Faith in him, that thereby you may be per- 

ſuaded of his everlaſting Love to you, the feeling 

of which will keep you happy and at Peace, under 


the moſt oppreſſing and grievous Trials; it wii 
ſweeten 2 Paſſage thro the World, and com= | 


fort you beyond all you can think or wiſh, 


When you have no Friend or dear Companion, 
will not be deſtitute, he will be near to you,. he 
will never leave nor forſake you, Inſtead of Riches you 
ſhall have his Merits, his Kingdom, the Treaſures 
of his Peace and Salvation; you ſpall not you 
ſhall be happy, and your latter End will be ble 
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11 
the Angels ſhall carry you home, and Jeſus, 
— * Saviour 2 ſhall kiſs you and * — 
in Peace to himſelf. Till then be content to be 
here a Pilgrim and Stranger, a poor and needy Fol- 
inuer of the Lamb; be content to be hated, to be 
diſhonourable and deſpiſed ; in a very little while 
you ſhall ſee all the Cloud blow over, and the time 
of the ſmging of Birds ſhall come ; you ſhall go into 
your Maſter's Joys and into the Houſe he prepared 
for you in the New Feruſakm, to go no more out 
World without End. 

Our Saviour had this alſo in view in this Parable, 
namely, to warn kindly the wild, the raſh, the giddy 
and wanton Part of Mankind to eſcape the Perle 
and ſad Eſtate of ſuch as hear not the loving Calls 
of his Holy Spirit, but eagerly covet the World 
and ſeek Happineſs there, and fo miſs the Kingdom 
of God, The Rich, the Gluttonous, the Epicure, 
the Miſer, the Luſtful, the Lovers of Pleaſure and 
the World are in a dangerous Condition; they can 
eahily be deceived and cry Peuce, Peace to their poor 
Hearts, while the World finiles, and they proſper 
and go og. undiſturb'd, till ſuddenly they are ſum- 
moned-to depart this Life, and, like Fooliſb Virgins, 
22 awake out of the pleaſing Deluſion, and are 
miſerable for ever. 

But our Saviour had Het in view to magnify the 
Scriptures and make them honourable. They are his 
true Sayings and may not be trifled with, deſpiſed, 
or ſlighted. Who looks for Miracles and Wonders, 
and thinks he could be converted by that Means, 
and thinks little of the Oracles of God, he is a de- 
- ceived Perſon. The Scriptures are never alone, 
but the Power of God always accompanies them, fo 
that with Majeſty they are ſounded to 'the Heart, 
and with a divine Conviction that they are from 
—_ Hleaven. 
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Heaven, If therefore 1 Mien bes fo long diſre- 


ded the ftriving of the Spirit with him, that = 
ittle and little he —_ to reſpect the 


at laſt is no longer perſuaded to hear them, 1 


longer to be convinced by — nor looks to ex- 
perience the precious Promiſes they contain, po 
awed by the Threatnings, nor courted or 


ed upon by the Intreaties and Calls therein, but; js | 


willingly ignorant of them, is dead to all they ſay, 
oppoſes manifeſt Truths declared therein, and can 
venture to diſpute Doctrines, which in his Con- 
ſcience he believes are ta ught there, and was the 
Mind of Feſus and his les, then it is 

far ind ; nd He Tg of one from the Bed 


to attempt his Converſion might be dreaded, and 
thou ght to be in vain. 


AY the Apo our Profeſſion humbled himfelf 
to read out = Scri Dn Gan out of 


them with Men, with his Diſciples, and 


* out of them the Things concerning himſelf,” and -alfo 
therewith anſwer'd the Tempter to ſet us a Pat- 


2 be 2 and, as itz is oy 
ten, ſo eve, in every 
may not only ſhew to others wy 


are Diſciples of him whoſe Oracles they ure, _— 7 
alſo happily experience the fulfilling the Promiſes ' 


in our Hearts, and be Witneſſes that 
true and faithful, to the Glory of Fe 
-Lord, to whom be Praiſe and 

and ever! Amen, 


they are 


Feſus Chrift PE 
ge for ever” 
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AP RATE R. 


GOD my Saviour, I beſeech thee for thy 
tender Mercies fake, let not the Deceitful- 
neſs of Riches, nor any of the Things of the 
World get my Affections, nor ſuffer thou my own 
Deſires and Luſts to blind my Eyes to the Pleaſures 
at thy Right Hand. #95 
Be pleaſed to make me a Stranger and Pilgrim 
here, and let Faith in thee be my Riches, thy 
Word my Lanthorn and Staff in this dark World ; 
and Jet my unfeigned Love to thee, and my conti- 
nual Thirſt to be for ever in thy Favour, make me 
think little of all carnal Joys and Happineſs. In all 
Company and in all Places draw me after thee. 
Give me a ſenſible Conviction of thy Love to me, 
and the Afſurance that I am born again of thy Spi- 
rit, and made a Child of God ; and let me know that 
All my Sins are forgiven and buried in thy Wounds, 
and in the Red Sea of thy Blood for ever. 
I will be thine Body and Soul, O keep that which 
Jentruſt to thy Care till the Day of Reſtitution, 
and in all Dangers be near me. If I ſhould be raſh, 
or run in a way which is not right, or ſhould miſ- 
take thy Mind, diſappoint and hinder me; but O 
let my Soul be ſtill precious in thy ſight, till the 
appointed Time is come for me to depart. 
my dear Saviour, let the els carry me to thy 
om, and without Fear or Dread in the Aſſurance 
of Faith, let me leave the World and come home 
to thee. Let this be my happy Lot. and do what 
thou wil with me here. Hear me, * thou * 
_ Shepherd of ſrauel, and grant my Prayer for thy 
Name's ſake. Amen |! 
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